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The past few years have shone a spotlight on the terrible cost of educational inequity. Despite
deep challenges to school systems, access to high-quality, research-supported computer
science (CS) education for all students remains an important social justice issue. This is a
commitment that educators, administrators, policymakers, and parents all continue to support.
Google believes that the best way for us to ensure both equity and excellence is to support
rigorous scientific research that improves our understanding of CS learning and teaching. As the
CS education research community has grown and matured, it is also critically important to
create greater opportunities for new voices to ask new questions. These are the goals of
Google’s CS-ER grants program.

We are requesting proposals from faculty members and researchers and would be happy with
your participation. We welcome proposals that are interdisciplinary (for example, computer
science, education, cognitive sciences, psychology, sociology, neuroscience, instructional
design), empirically-based, and focused on advancing the scientific understanding and practice
of CS teaching and learning in scalable and culturally inclusive ways. Proposals that include
partnerships across multiple institutions are especially encouraged.

This request has been sent to faculty and researchers who are part of a database we have
assembled from previous research and CS education programs in K-12 and from professional
conferences and referrals. We have also reached out specifically to minority-serving institutions
organizations that support people with disabilities to assist us with improving our dissemination
breadth. We have worked to diversify the CS research community by helping faculty members
develop their capacity to write competitive proposals. Please feel free to contact us with
recommendations of institutions or individuals you believe would be exemplary candidates for
this program so that we can share the relevant information with them.

Award Details
● We intend to make 6-10, one-year awards, best suited to pilot projects and proof of

concept explorations.
● Funding levels range between $50K and $120K. (Because the number of awards is

determined by the funds requested, proposals requesting less than the maximum
allowable funding may actually be more competitive.)

● The awards are given as unrestricted gifts to the university. Please note that Google
does not pay for hardware or overhead.

● In the case of multiple-institution proposals, one institution must serve as the primary
fiscal agent and that institution may not be for-profit



Review Criteria
The focus for all grants is CS education research. We cannot fund capital projects, hiring, or
publications. The proposed program must demonstrate:

● Research design: The proposed research should be grounded in a compelling,
theoretically-informed problem statement that guides the data collection, measurement,
and analysis plans.

● Equity: We want to see growth in areas of historically marginalized groups in computer
science and will prioritize proposals that generate new data and/or lead to
research-supported solutions to address the current challenges.

● Collaboration: Study design includes interdisciplinary and  multi-institutional partners
with plans for shared contributions, responsibilities, and levels of influence for all
members.

● Scalability: Given that these are single-year research initiatives, proposals should
demonstrate potential for scaling.

● Sustainability: Proposals should include a plan for further funding once Google’s
funding ceases.

● Dissemination: Proposals should include a dissemination plan detailing how the
research findings will be shared with the broader CS education community. For example,
practitioners, parents, and policy makers.

Research priority areas (but not limited to):
● Diversity, equity and inclusion: What are the best methods for scaffolding CS

concepts for students with academic deficiencies or disabilities? What are the most
pertinent barriers that prevent access to and full engagement with computer science
learning for Native, First Nations, and Indigenous students?

● Implementation: How can districts and states improve the effectiveness of their
computer science education implementations?

● Preservice Education: What exemplary and scalable models exist for incorporating
computer science learning into teacher preparation programs?

● Engagement: How does early CS experience impact future interest and persistence in
CS?

● Professional Development: What are the most effective practices for CS PD?
● Student Learning:

○ What models of CS content delivery provide the largest impact on students'
learning (after school, in school discrete courses, in school integrated into other
disciplines)?

○ Examples of effective hybrid learning (in-person and virtually).
○ How do we support effective and inclusive CS classroom practices?



Proposal Instructions:
As guidance, we prefer the body of the proposal to be four pages maximum, including budget.
A fifth page can be used for citations.

Be sure to include the following information:
● Proposal title;
● All researchers’ full names, titles, postal address(es), email address(es), and phone

number(s);
● Institutional affiliations;
● Collaborators and partners within and external to the primary institution;
● Proposal objectives and expected results;
● Research design;
● Proposal’s benefit to historically marginalized groups;
● Proposal’s benefit to CS education research;
● Dissemination plan;
● Sustainability plan;
● Scalability plan;
● Links to PI and any additional investigator CVs; and
● A budget summary that provides a breakdown of major line items. Please note that

Google will not pay for hardware or overhead expenses under this program. We prefer
budgets be formatted as a short bulleted list of overall costs with basic explanations
where needed.

Submission Instructions
To submit your proposal, please fill out this form and then email your proposal materials as a
single PDF file to CS-ER@googlegroups.com. The file name for your PDF proposal should
include the institution name.

The deadline for submissions is March 18, 2022. We expect to make final decisions by late
April. For information on previously funded projects, see the Featured Research Collaborations
site. If you have a process, technical, or scope question, please contact
sidniedavis@google.com, stephensonc@google.com, or tinao@google.com.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RuLYoEhTXzxtNkWRJYfxNx2WONyxgyyy4BIT_xdDxkA/edit
https://research.google/outreach/featured-research-collaborations/
mailto:sidniedavis@google.com
mailto:stephensonc@google.com
mailto:tinao@google.com


Frequently Asked Questions

Will feedback be provided on the abstract?
No. We will answer questions with regard to the granting process but will not provide comments
on the abstract.  Please proceed to completing a full proposal by the deadline, March 18, 2022.

Can we set up a time to discuss?
Please email any questions to sidniedavis@google.com. We will provide you with a timely
answer or set up a time to talk if necessary.

When does the grant period begin?
The preliminary start date for the grant period will be July 1, 2022. We understand that the
schedule of your program activities may have a different schedule, as included in your proposal.

Are there font size or formatting requirements?
There is no font type/size/formatting requirement; however, the proposal should be easily legible
and succinct.

Are references included in the 4 pages?
If you would like to include a list of citations/references, you may include a fifth page only for
that purpose.

Are letters of commitment from partners needed?
No, the RFP does not require letters of commitment.

Does the funding amount include indirect costs?
These awards are given as unrestricted gifts to the university. Please note that Google does
not pay for hardware or overhead.

When will I be notified of the proposal decisions?
Notification of proposal decisions will be made in mid-to-late April.

Can I have an extension on the proposal deadline?
No. All proposals must be received no later than March 18, 2022.


