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The �eld of machine learning (ML) research currently confronts challenges
that are as much cultural as they are technical. From dataset to deployment,
cultural assumptions and processes in�uence every aspect of ML, yet
cultural disciplines aren’t always consulted when research strategies are
de�ned.

A�ists + Machine Intelligence (AMI) Research Awards suppo� higher
education faculty pursuing a�s and social science research related to
machine learning (ML) and its implications on society with grants up to
$20,000 USD.

We welcome proposals from across humanities disciplines (including, but
not limited to anthropology, design, history, philosophy, et cetera) with
implications for the development of AI technology, especially generative ML,
computer vision, and natural language processing. Proposals that leverage
a�- or �lm-based research methodologies are especially encouraged.

Award Details

● We intend to make 5, one-year awards, in the amount of $20,000
USD, best suited to pilot projects and proof of concept explorations.



● The awards are given as unrestricted gi�s to the university. Please
note that Google does not pay for hardware or overhead.

● In the case of multiple-institution proposals, one institution must serve
as the primary �scal agent and that institution may not be for-pro�t.

Eligibility

● This oppo�unity is open to higher education faculty pursuing a�s and
social science research related to machine learning (ML) and its
implications on society.

● Faculty members may apply with suppo�ing collaborators.

● Both new and ongoing research are eligible.

● Google does not retain any intellectual prope�y from the research.

Review Criteria

The focus for all grants is a�s and social science research related to
machine learning and its implications on society. We cannot fund capital
projects, hiring, or publications.

Candidates will be selected based on the strength of their proposal; namely:

● Research design: The proposed research should be grounded in a
compelling, theoretically-informed problem statement that guides the
data collection, measurement, and analysis plans.

● Collaboration: Study design includes interdisciplinary pa�ners with
plans for shared contributions, responsibilities, and levels of in�uence
for all members.



● Scalability: Given that these are single-year research initiatives,
proposals should demonstrate potential for scaling.

● Dissemination: Proposals should include a dissemination plan
detailing how the research �ndings will be shared with the broader
CS, a�s, and  humanities communities. Where appropriate, we
encourage recipients to share results publicly (in the form of open
events, online publications, teaching tools, exhibition, etc) and, where
appropriate, to make their so�ware, utilities, data sets, or similar
a�ifacts freely available for others to use via open source licenses,
publication, etc.

Research priority areas (but not limited to):

1. Communally bene�cial machine learning (ML), with an emphasis
on research that leverages (1) privacy technologies like federated
learning that enable personal and communal devices to both learn
from and contribute to training collective models without
compromising privacy and/or (2) community-based practice research
methodologies to engage and empower marginalized communities

2. Communication across languages and modalities, with an
emphasis on research that empowers authentic self-expression
(including writing) and/or bene�ts from more capable,
general-purpose ML language models

3. Evolving interaction paradigms to facilitate greater degrees of
cooperation across people, communities, ecosystems, and AI actors

4. Elevating a�-based research methodologies, with an emphasis on
spotlighting e�ective strategies for steering the design and
development of responsible AI technologies

https://ai.googleblog.com/2017/04/federated-learning-collaborative.html
https://ai.googleblog.com/2017/04/federated-learning-collaborative.html


Proposal Instructions

As guidance, we prefer the body of the proposal to be four pages maximum,
including budget. A ��h page can be used for citations.

Be sure to include the following information:

● Proposal title;
● All researchers’ full names, titles, postal address(es), email

address(es), and phone number(s);
● Institutional a�liations;
● Collaborators and pa�ners within and external to the primary

institution;
● Proposal objectives and expected results;
● Research design;
● Scalability design;
● Dissemination plan;
● Links to PI and any additional investigator CVs; and
● A budget summary that provides a breakdown of major line items.

Please note that Google will not pay for hardware or overhead
expenses under this program. We prefer budgets be forma�ed as a
sho� bulleted list of overall costs with basic explanations where
needed.

Submission Instructions

To submit your proposal, please �ll out this form and then email your
proposal materials as a single PDF �le to a�withmi@google.com. The �le
name for your PDF proposal should include the institution name. We
recommend the following format: PIname-Insitution-AMI, e.g.
Orndu�-Uwaterloo-AMI

The deadline for submissions is May 18, 2022, 11:59:59pm UTC-12 (AoE). We
expect to make �nal decisions by mid-to-late June. For information on

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdi2sEmtW5KGrJoUiRoHqxD-Dy4qUVjtbeE-WGGdhdOq-frSA/viewform


previously funded projects, see the Featured Research Collaborations site. If
you have a process, technical, or scope question, please contact
a�withmi@google.com

Impo�ant Information

Educational institutions may have ethics rules that restrict the ability of
employees to pa�icipate in ce�ain events. By submi�ing a proposal, the
applicant ce�i�es that the entry complies with the institution’s rules and
regulations. Successful applicants must also con�rm that they can accept
the award described in this RFP. By pa�icipating in this program, you agree
that all award decisions are solely within Google’s discretion. In addition, you
agree not to challenge or dispute Google’s decision to make or not make
awards.

Please note that Google cannot accept any proposal containing con�dential
or proprietary information, as such all information included in the proposal
will be deemed non-con�dential. Google may independently conduct similar
development and will own the intellectual prope�y rights in the
application(s) or content Google creates.

By submi�ing this application, you acknowledge that we can use the
information you provide in accordance with Google's Privacy Policy (found
at h�p://www.google.com/privacy.html).  In addition, it is our hope that any
researcher(s) who bene�ts from this gi� will consider abiding by Google’s AI
Principles (h�p://ai.google/principles).

By accepting an award, entrant agrees and consents to Google and its
agencies’ use of entrant’s name and/or likeness for a reasonable time a�er
award of the Research Award in promotional and adve�ising material of
Google (or its agents) as an award recipient.

mailto:artwithmi@google.com
http://ai.google/principles)


Data removal

If, a�er submission, you'd like your project data removed from Google's
records, please email your request from the address you used to submit the
application to a�withmi@google.com.

Frequently Asked Questions

Will feedback be provided on the abstract? No. We will answer questions
regarding the granting process but will not provide comments on the
abstract. Please proceed to completing a full proposal by the deadline, May
18, 2022.

Can we set up a time to discuss? Please email any questions to
a�withmi@google.com. We will provide you with a timely answer or set up a
time to talk, if necessary.

When does the grant period begin? The preliminary sta� date for the
grant period will be October 1, 2022. We understand that the schedule of
your program activities may have a di�erent schedule, as included in your
proposal.

Are there font size or forma�ing requirements? There is no font
type/size/forma�ing requirement; however, the proposal should be easily
legible and succinct.

Are references included in the 4 pages? If you would like to include a list
of citations/references, you may include a ��h page only for that purpose.

Are le�ers of commitment from pa�ners needed? No, the RFP does not
require le�ers of commitment.

Does the funding amount include indirect costs? These awards are given
as unrestricted gi�s to the university. Please note that Google does not pay
for hardware or overhead.

mailto:artwithmi@google.com


When will I be noti�ed of the proposal decisions? Noti�cation of
proposal decisions will be made in mid-to-late June 2022.

Can I have an extension on the proposal deadline? No. All proposals
must be received no later than May 18, 2022.


